
201506183 
Paul Casale 

This investigation stems from a widely-publicized incident in a Target in Flatlands, where police 
officers repeatedly punched Alando Brissett, who had been asked to leave the store and refused. 

https://nypost.com/2015/07/28/one-person-50-police-video-shows-cops-punching-man-during-
arrest-at-target/

The CCRB determined that Mr. Brissett was lying face down while clutching a book and refusing to 
allow officers  to handcuff him. Because officers are permitted to use force to get people who are 
resisting arrest to comply, the agency did not find that the officers had violated the law when they 
punched and kicked Mr. Brissett. 

But in his CCRB interview, PO Casale stated that Mr. Brissett had swung the book at officers and 
had punched PO Casale in the groin three times. He also stated that he did not know if he made 
contact with Mr. Brissett’s head, even after watching the video showing him hit Mr. Brissett in the 
head with his knee. 

The NYPD did punish PO Casale for the false statement and the CCRB allegations are redacted in a 
later letter from the district attorney.  



Complainant/Victim Type Home Address

Witness(es) Home Address

Subject Officer(s) Shield TaxID Command

1. POM Paul Casale 16369 PBBS

2. POF Krista Cascalenda 13447 070 PCT

Witness Officer(s) Shield No Tax No Cmd Name

1. POM Jake Liu 22976 PBBS

2. POM Marco Cortes 21389 PBBS

3. SGT Gordon Fraser 01374 070 PCT

4. POM Josue Ortiz 15176 070 PCT

5. POM Christian Lopez 24864 PBBS

6. POF Katrina Narvaez 07777 070 PCT

7. POF Melina Morillo 05403 070 PCT

8. POF Melike Turk 18525 PBBS

9. POF Yefery Dalmonte 21404 PBBS

10. POF Andrea Papaleo 01326 070 PCT

11. POM Scott Nuzzi 27541 070 PCT

Officer(s) Allegation Investigator Recommendation

A .  POM Paul Casale Force: PO Paul Casale used physical force against  
.

A .  

B .  POF Krista Cascalenda Force: PO Krista Cascalenda used physical force against 
.

B .  

C .  POM Paul Casale Other: There is evidence suggesting PO Paul Casale 
provided a false official statement in violation of Patrol 
Guide Procedure 203-08.

C .  

Investigator: Team: CCRB Case #:  Force ¨ Discourt. ¨ U.S.

Ben Gilmore              Squad #9                      
          

201506183 ¨ Abuse ¨ O.L. ¨ Injury

Incident Date(s) Location of Incident: Precinct: 18 Mo. SOL EO SOL

Saturday, 07/25/2015   8:18 PM 70 1/25/2017 1/25/2017

Date/Time CV Reported CV Reported At: How CV Reported: Date/Time Received at CCRB

Mon, 07/27/2015  11:07 AM CCRB On-line website Mon, 07/27/2015  11:09 AM

CCRB INVESTIGATIVE RECOMMENDATION
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Case Summary  

On July 25, 2015, this case was generated based on video footage (Board Review 01) and 

a news article (Board Review 02). On July 27, 2015,  filed this complaint via the 

CCRB website. On July 27, 2015, SSA Brendan Ryan emailed the IAB Command Center to file 

this complaint. This case was added to the sensitive case list due to the extensive media coverage 

it received.  

On July 25, 2015, at approximately 7:30 p.m.  was at a Target retail 

store located at  in Brooklyn. At 7:41 p.m. a 911 call was made alleging 

that  was threatening Target employees and refusing to leave (Board Review 05).  

At approximately 7:50 p.m. PO Jake Liu and PO Marco Cortes of Patrol Borough 

Brooklyn South approached  at the customer service counter inside of Target. PO 

Liu and PO Cortes interacted with  for approximately 10 minutes at the customer 

service counter, and at one point,  fell to the ground. This interaction is captured on 

a Target security camera.  

 

201506183_20151110_1141_DM.mp4
 

PO Liu and PO Cortes attempted to physically escort  out of Target, but 

 refused to walk with the officers. PO Liu put a call for additional units over the 

radio (Board Review 05). PO Liu and PO Cortes forced  onto his stomach on the 

floor of the Target near the escalator bank/exit of Target.  remained on his stomach, 

lying still, and PO Liu and PO Cortes stood up, ceasing all physical contact with  

This interaction is captured on a Target security camera.  

 

201506183_20151109_1413_DM.mp4
 

PO Paul Casale, PO Melike Turk, PO Scott Nuzzi, and PO Krista Cascalenda, all of the 

70th Precinct, arrived a few seconds after PO Liu and PO Cortes stopped making physical contact 

with  All the officers stood around  who remained lying stomach 

down on the floor. The officers proceeded to attempt to place  in handcuffs.  

 a shopper at Target, who was walking towards the exit of the store, alleged that PO Casale 

twice kneed  in the back of his head, later kneed him in the head two to three times, 

and then punched  about his back two to three times (Allegation A).  

alleged that PO Cascalenda punched  in his lower back two to three times 

(Allegation B). Video footage from a cellphone and Target security cameras corroborate both 

allegations.  

 

201506183_20151109_1412_DM.mp4
 

 was handcuffed and escorted out of Target.  was charged 

with resisting arrest, obstruction of governmental administration, trespass, and disorderly conduct 

(Board Review 06). PO Cortes broke his pinky finger as a result of the incident and went Line of 
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NE DISTRICT ATTORNEY
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[INSERT D/C INFO]

In connection with the above-named case, the People voluntarily provide the following information

MOS TAX: —

in satisfaction (to the extent applicable) of their constitutional, statutory, and ethical obligations.

[_PiAWTEF1OOCKET |COURT | FLED | DISPOSED|_DISPOSWION |

a —re
snp
I
EE
I

District Attorney
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